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BEDFORD will hear from refugee speak-

ers and get to see the special items

they brought with them to Bedford at

the launch of a new exhibition to mark

Refugee Week 2017.

The Voices - Different Pasts Shared

Futures exhibition will open to the

public with music, film and food at The

Higgins museum on Saturday, June 17

from 3pm to 5pm.

The exhibition will feature oral his-

tories from refugees, asylum seekers

and other migrants from Syria, Iraq,

Rwanda and Palestine.

Special objects that people have

brought with them from their countries

of origin to Bedford have now also

been collected to feature in a tapestry,

including this rug saved by Baraah

(pictured).

The exhibition came about through a

partnership of the museum and Bedford

Refugee and Asylum Seeker Support

(BRASS).
The museum is also working with Music

in Detention to work with women who

are detained at Yarl’s Wood Immigra-

tion Removal Centre to hear their

voices, and the history department of

the University of Hertfordshire have

trained volunteers and staff at the

museum and BRASS to hear the stories

of people who have settled in Bedford

from other countries.

An event for families and schools will

also be held on June 20 from 4pm to

6pm at the museum, with children’s

author and illustrator Kate Milner

reading from her book ‘My Name is not

Refugee’.
Brian Cunningham, co-ordinator of

BRASS, said: “It is so important that

this work is taking place to build un-

derstanding and compassion for people

who have arrived in Bedford in very

difficult circumstances.”

Objects tell

life stories

FREE

Fast-food
restaurant
hit by fire
AN investigation has been
launched after firefighters
battled a blaze at a Burger King
for three hours.

The fire started in the drive-
thru area and quickly spread to
the roof of the Interchange Retail
Park restaurant in Kempston.

The same outlet was also hit by
a blaze back in May 2010.

Firefighters were alerted to the
flames by a passer-by at 3.08am
on Friday morning.

Crews from Bedford, Kempston
and Ampthill were at the scene
in eight minutes, along with
Bedfordshire Fire & Rescue
Service’s aerial platform and
water carrier.

The investigation will establish
how the blaze broke out.

Station commander Lorraine
Moore said: “The crews
responded very quickly which
meant that they were able to
prevent the fire spreading fur-
ther. Approximately 10 per cent
of the building was destroyed by
fire and 100 per cent smoke
damaged.”

Firefighters left the scene at
6.11am on Friday morning.

In the fire of May 2010, the roof
collapsed after being engulfed in
flames and members of the pub-
lic were led to safety by para-
medics.
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Religious fanatic who
killed OAP known to
police, inquest hears
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Escape election
fever with our
leisure guide
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PAINTED RED
Labour’s Mohammad Yasin snatches marginal Bedford and

Kempston from the Tories by 800 votes. We ask, what next?
Turn to page 5, or pages 4 - 9 for full election coverage

GAME CHANGER: (l-r) Former Conservative
MP Richard Fuller looks on as the first
Labour MP for Bedford & Kempston in seven
years, Mohammad Yasin, makes his speech


